Grandeur / Azamat

Bahaullah explains that the Grandeur of God transcends human comprehension with a recognition that any
attempt to describe God's Grandeur falls short. At the same time, we know of the Grandeur of God through
the Manifestations of God. These sanctified souls convey the Grandeur of God to us. It is them that humanity
becomes aware of the majesty, power, and sovereignty of God. Moreover, the Grandeur of God is reflected in
creation. We are, therefore, encouraged and, through the Writings, inspired to contemplate and ponder the
signs of God's greatness in the world around us. This helps fostering a deep connection between us and the
Grandeur of God as manifested in creation. As we celebrate the feast of grandeur, let us contemplate on the
Grandeur of God, the Manifestations of God as the “Tongue of Grandeur”, and what implications this has on
us and our responsibilities to “translate that which is written into reality”.

Grandeur of God

By Thy glory, O my God! Though I recognize and firmly believe that no description which any except
Thyself can give of Thee can beseem Thy grandeur, and that no glory ascribed to Thee by any save Thyself
can ever ascend into the atmosphere of Thy presence, yet were I to hold my peace, and cease to glorify Thee
and to recount Thy wondrous glory, my heart would be consumed, and my soul would melt away. [Prayers
and Meditations, pp. 194-195]

Praise be to Thee, to Whom the tongues of all created things have, from eternity, called, and yet failed to
attain the heaven of Thine eternal holiness and grandeur. The eyes of all beings have been opened to behold
the beauty of Thy radiant countenance, yet none hath succeeded in gazing on the brightness of the light of
Thy face. The hands of them that are nigh unto Thee have, ever since the foundation of Thy glorious
sovereignty and the establishment of Thy holy dominion, been raised suppliantly towards Thee, yet no one
hath been able to touch the hem of the robe that clotheth Thy Divine and sovereign Essence. And yet none can
deny that Thou hast ever been, through the wonders of Thy generosity and bounty, supreme over all things,
art powerful to do all things, and art nearer unto all things than they are unto themselves. [Prayers and
Meditations, pp. 87-88]

Manifestations of God

Praise be unto God, incomparable in majesty, power and beauty, peerless in glory, might and grandeur; too
high is He for human imaginations to comprehend Him or for any peer or equal to be ascribed unto Him. He
hath clearly set forth His straight Path in words and utterances of highest eloquence. Verily He is the All-
Possessing, the Most Exalted. When He purposed to call the new creation into being, He sent forth the
Manifest and Luminous Point from the horizon of His Will; it passed through every sign and manifested itself



in every form until it reached the zenith, as bidden by God, the Lord of all men. [Baha'u'llah, Tablets of
Baha'u'llah, p. 101]

Sanctified be the Lord of all mankind, at the mention of Whose name all the atoms of the earth have been
made to vibrate, and the Tongue of Grandeur hath been moved to disclose that which had been wrapt in His
knowledge and lay concealed within the treasury of His might. He, verily, through the potency of His name,
the Mighty, the All-Powerful, the Most High, is the ruler of all that is in the heavens and all that is on earth.
[Tablets of Baha'u’llah, p. 5; Gleanings, pp. 16-17]

How great is Thy power! How exalted Thy sovereignty! How lofty Thy might! How excellent Thy majesty!
How supreme is Thy grandeur--a grandeur which He Who is Thy Manifestation hath made known and
wherewith Thou hast invested Him as a sign of Thy generosity and bountiful favor. I bear witness, O my God,
that through Him Thy most resplendent signs have been uncovered, and Thy mercy hath encompassed the
entire creation. But for Him, how could the Celestial Dove have uttered its songs or the Heavenly
Nightingale, according to the decree of God, have warbled its melody? [Prayers and Meditations, p. 295]

Lauded be Thy name, O Lord my God! Thou dost witness that Thy will hath prevailed over all created things,
and Thy mercy hath surpassed all who are in heaven and on earth. And when Thou didst purpose to unveil
Thy sovereignty, and to glorify Thy word, and to reveal Thy bounteousness and mercy, Thou didst raise up
one of Thy servants, and didst choose Him above all Thy creatures, and didst single Him out for Thy purpose,
and didst clothe Him with the robe of Thy guidance, and didst immerse Him beneath the seas of Thy majesty
and grandeur, and didst sanctify Him from all that beseemeth not the greatness of Thy glory and the power of
Thy might, and didst bid Him to cry out before all that are in heaven and on earth, and summon the multitudes
to the Manifestation of Thy Self and the Revealer of Thy signs. [Prayers and Meditations, pp. 96-97]

Grandeur of Creation

O SON OF MAN! My majesty is My gift to thee, and My grandeur the token of My mercy unto thee. That
which beseemeth Me none shall understand, nor can anyone recount. Verily, | have preserved it in My hidden
storehouses and in the treasuries of My command, as a sign of My loving-kindness unto My servants and My
mercy unto My people. [The Hidden Words, Arabic #65]



I'am well aware, O my Lord, that I have been so carried away by the clear tokens of Thy loving-kindness, and
so completely inebriated with the wine of Thine utterance, that whatever I behold I readily discover that it
maketh Thee known unto me, and it remindeth me of Thy signs, and of Thy tokens, and of Thy testimonies.
By Thy glory! Every time I lift up mine eyes unto Thy heaven, I call to mind Thy highness and Thy loftiness,
and Thine incomparable glory and greatness; and every time I turn my gaze to Thine earth, I am made to
recognize the evidences of Thy power and the tokens of Thy bounty. And when I behold the sea, I find that it
speaketh to me of Thy majesty, and of the potency of Thy might, and of Thy sovereignty and Thy grandeur.
And at whatever time I contemplate the mountains, I am led to discover the ensigns of Thy victory and the
standards of Thine omnipotence. [Prayers and Meditations, pp. 271-272]

Know thou that he is truly learned who hath acknowledged My Revelation, and drunk from the Ocean of My
knowledge, and soared in the atmosphere of My love, and cast away all else besides Me, and taken firm hold
on that which hath been sent down from the Kingdom of My wondrous utterance. He, verily, is even as an eye
unto mankind, and as the spirit of life unto the body of all creation. Glorified be the All-Merciful Who hath
enlightened him, and caused him to arise and serve His great and mighty Cause. Verily, such a man is blessed
by the Concourse on high, and by them who dwell within the Tabernacle of Grandeur, who have quaffed My
sealed Wine in My Name, the Omnipotent, the All-Powerful. If thou be of them that occupy such a sublime
station, produce then a sign from God, the Creator of the heavens. And shouldst thou recognize thy
powerlessness, do thou rein in thy passions, and return unto thy Lord, that perchance He may forgive thee thy
sins which have caused the leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree to be burnt up, and the Rock to cry out, and the
eyes of men of understanding to weep. [Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 83; Tablets of Baha u’llah, pp.
207-208

It is incumbent upon every man, in this Day, to hold fast unto whatsoever will promote the interests, and exalt
the station, of all nations and just governments. Through each and every one of the verses which the Pen of
the Most High hath revealed, the doors of love and unity have been unlocked and flung open to the face of
men. We have erewhile declared -- and Our Word is the truth --: “Consort with the followers of all religions
in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship.” Whatsoever hath led the children of men to shun one another, and
hath caused dissensions and divisions amongst them, hath, through the revelation of these words, been
nullified and abolished. From the heaven of God's Will, and for the purpose of ennobling the world of being
and of elevating the minds and souls of men, hath been sent down that which is the most effective instrument
for the education of the whole human race. The highest essence and most perfect expression of whatsoever
the peoples of old have either said or written hath, through this most potent Revelation, been sent down from
the heaven of the Will of the All-Possessing, the Ever-Abiding God. Of old it hath been revealed: “Love of
one's country is an element of the Faith of God.” The Tongue of Grandeur hath, however, in this day of His
manifestation proclaimed: “It is not his to boast who loveth his country, but it is his who loveth the world.”
Through the power released by these exalted words He hath lent a fresh impulse, and set a new direction, to
the birds of men's hearts, and hath obliterated every trace of restriction and limitation from God's holy Book.
[Tablets of Baha'u’llah, pp. 87-88; Gleanings, pp. 94-96]



Strive, O people, to gain admittance into this vast Immensity for which God ordained neither beginning nor
end, in which His voice hath been raised, and over which have been wafted the sweet savors of holiness and
glory. Divest not yourselves of the Robe of grandeur, neither suffer your hearts to be deprived of
remembering your Lord, nor your ears of hearkening unto the sweet melodies of His wondrous, His sublime,
His all-compelling, His clear, and most eloquent voice. [Bahd 'u’llah, Gleanings, p. 107]

O 'Ali! He Who is the Dayspring of divine Revelation is calling unto thee through this most wondrous
utterance. By the righteousness of God! If thou wert present before My Throne and didst hearken unto the
Tongue of might and grandeur, thou wouldst sacrifice thy body, thy soul, thine entire being as a token of thy
love for God, the Sovereign, the Protector, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, and wouldst so thrill to the
fascination of His Voice that every pen would be powerless to recount thy station and every eloquent speaker
would be confounded in his attempt to describe it. Ponder a while concerning this Revelation and its
invincible sovereignty; aid it then as it beseemeth thy Lord, the Gracious, the All-Bountiful. Direct thou the
people unto the Dayspring of glory. Verily it is He Himself Who is established upon His mighty Throne.
Through Him hath the horizon of this Prison been made to shine and by Him have all that are in the heavens
and on the earth been illumined. [Tablets of Baha’u’llah, p. 263]



